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A Study on Living Difficulties of International Students in Japan:
based on a Survey on Living Conditions During the Corona Disaster

Mingyue JIN

— Abstract —

The aim of this study is to clarify the processes that lead to difficulties in the lives of international
students in Japan from a structural perspective and to identify solutions to future problems. After
examining previous research, an online questionnaire survey was conducted focusing on the actual
living conditions of international students in the Corona Disaster and on the powerlessness of
international students. Based on the results of the review of previous studies, the results of the
present survey examine the process by which the lack of Japanese language skills affects both the
studies and the lives of international students, leading to difficulties in their lives, such as failure to
pursue higher education, economic deprivation, isolation and health problems. It was found that
international students are at high risk of falling into difficult situations in their studies, lives and health
because of the Corona disaster. To prevent them from falling into such situations, it is essential to
ensure that various channels of information, knowledge and access to informal resources are available
to international students, and it is important to provide more proactive support rather than leaving

them unattended.

Key words : international students, living difficulties, corona disaster, support measures
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The Significance of Platform-type Consultation Bodies in Social Work Training
~ Through Practical Training at the Social Welfare Council ~

Ryuuji NAKAO Tatsuya NAKAI Nobuo OKAMOTO Toshiharu OKAZAKI

— Abstract —

The purpose of this study is to explore practice and methodology in the training of social workers,
aiming to build a platform-type consultative body from a multifaceted perspective with a view to
examining social work practicum programs. Interviews were conducted with three practicum
instructors. A qualitative method was used for the analysis. As a result, six categories were extracted:

[Learning from each other], [Relieving anxiety], [Information sharing], [Awareness], [Introduction
to practicum content], and [Encouraging cooperation in the workplace]. Differences in insight were
observed in the extracted categories due to the survey subjects' experience in teaching practicums,
the number of years they have been accepting participants, and the characteristics of their affiliated
organizations. It was found that in platform-type consultative bodies, participants with different
experience in teaching social work practicums and affiliated organizations can exchange diverse
information, and by forming a place of learning together centered on the practicum program,
participants can gain new awareness. It is also believed to be a meaningful opportunity for
participants to learn and gain awareness, as it can provide support and confidence in the current

practicum teaching content.

Key words : Platform type council, social work training, training program, social support features
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A Literature Review on Advance Care Planning
Utilizing the Social Work Practice Model for Older Adults with Dementia

Takuya MAKIHARA Ayumi OCHI Tatsuya HOSOBA

— Abstract —

Reflecting the wishes of the patient in selecting medical treatment and care in the final stage of life
is a major issue in supporting the elderly with dementia. The purpose of this study was to
systematically organize the knowledge of advance care planning (ACP) practice for the elderly with
dementia from the perspective of the social work practice model, and to clarify the content of past
practice and future practice issues. The following findings were obtained from the literature review.

(1) Although family caregivers' care and living conditions influence the choice of life-prolonging
treatment and care in the final stage of life more than the patient's own, ACP practice might be able
to meet the patient’s intentions. (2) ACP practice was expected to prepare for the case when an
elderly person became unable to express his/her will in the final stage of life, and to devise ways to
understand the will of the elderly person with dementia. In the discussion, the necessity for care
managers and social workers to actively practice ACP with elderly persons with dementia and to
accumulate knowledge so that they could better understand the wishes of the person with dementia

was discussed.

Key words : advance care planning, older adults with dementia, social work practice model,

decision-making support, the final stage of life
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