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Literature Review on the Current Status and Issues of Assessing Decision-Making
Capacity in Decision Support for Elderly People with Dementiai

Koichi ISHIDA Satoko TANAKA

— Abstract —

The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (2018) has formulated the “Guidelines for Decision-
Making Support for People with Dementia in Daily Life and Social Life”. However, the method of
assessing decision-making capacity is left largely to the judgment of the field, and supporters face
anguish and conflict in the field of practice. The purpose of this study is to summarize the current
status and issues in the assessment of decision-making ability in decision support for elderly people
with dementia, and to clarify the direction of future efforts. An AND search was conducted using
“ICHUSHI Web,” a search service for medical articles, using the search terms “decision-making” and
dementia. Twenty-seven references were analyzed and organized into a review sheet. The aggregate
results showed that more papers tended to select proxy decision making than supported decision
making, revealing the current lack of uniformity in methods for evaluating decision-making capacity.
Different assessment methods produce different assessment results, which significantly affect the
content of subsequent support. For the assessment of decision-making capacity, the It can be said that
quality assurance of support is achieved when assessment sheets are defined, widely disseminated

and utilized.

Key words : Decision support, Supported decision making, Substitute decision making,

Decision-making capacity, Elderly people with Dementia



