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Literature Review on the Current Status and Issues of Assessing Decision-Making
Capacity in Decision Support for Elderly People with Dementiai

Koichi ISHIDA Satoko TANAKA

— Abstract —

The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (2018) has formulated the “Guidelines for Decision-
Making Support for People with Dementia in Daily Life and Social Life”. However, the method of
assessing decision-making capacity is left largely to the judgment of the field, and supporters face
anguish and conflict in the field of practice. The purpose of this study is to summarize the current
status and issues in the assessment of decision-making ability in decision support for elderly people
with dementia, and to clarify the direction of future efforts. An AND search was conducted using
“ICHUSHI Web,” a search service for medical articles, using the search terms “decision-making” and
dementia. Twenty-seven references were analyzed and organized into a review sheet. The aggregate
results showed that more papers tended to select proxy decision making than supported decision
making, revealing the current lack of uniformity in methods for evaluating decision-making capacity.
Different assessment methods produce different assessment results, which significantly affect the
content of subsequent support. For the assessment of decision-making capacity, the It can be said that
quality assurance of support is achieved when assessment sheets are defined, widely disseminated

and utilized.

Key words : Decision support, Supported decision making, Substitute decision making,

Decision-making capacity, Elderly people with Dementia
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The actual situation and issues of the Support of Family Social Workers
in Children’s Homes

Chie YAMANE Masahiro YOKOYAMA

— Abstract —

This study aimed to clarify the actual situation and issues of support of family social worker in
children’s home. An anonymous questionnaire survey was conducted of 613 family social workers

(FSW) in children’'s home. 199 responses (response rate : 32.4%), 161 valid responses (valid
response rate : 26.2%).

The question items included basic attributes, awareness of children’s rights and support contents
in family social workers. The answers result were simply tabulated. Factors influencing awareness
of children’s rights and support contents were analyzed by Mann-Whitney U-test and Spearman’s
rank correlation analysis.

FSW provided support to children and their guardians, and their families. Factors of relevance to
children’s rights and support contents were deep understanding of children’s rights and supervision.
It was suggested that FSW need to be more conscious of children’s rights than before when providing

support.

Key words : Children’s home, Family social worker, Family social work, Children’s Rights
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Literature Review on Fidelity Guarantees Issues
—Challenges of social work support for people without relatives—

Tatsunori HANADA Satoko TANAKA

— Abstract —

The need for support for the people who have no relatives is expanding, regardless of whether or
not they have the capacity to make decisions regarding the issue of guarantees. In this study, a
literature review was conducted with the aim of presenting research directions required for social
work practice through analyzing the characteristics and issues of the problem. As a result, the actual
situation on the accepting side, such as medical institutions and facilities, had been investigated, and
the role required of guarantors had been clarified. On the other hand, it was found that there was
insufficient understanding of the actual situation on the part of those who have no relatives
themselves and on the part of supporters who support people without relatives in the community.
Previous studies have shown the need for "collaboration and networking" and "new public support
systems. However, concrete ways of cooperation and effective support systems have yet to be
established. In order to solve the problem of guarantees for people without relatives, it was suggested
that research focusing on the viewpoints of the people without relatives themselves, supporters of

community life, and the government side is needed.

Key words : Fidelity guarantee, People without relatives, Isolation
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