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Significance and Issues of Cultivating Students’ Competences
in Social Work Practical Training
— Analysis of group interviews with students who have experienced practical training—

Yui KATO
Mari YAMAGUCHI
Koji NISHIUME

— Abstract —

The purpose of this paper is to discuss the significance and issues of cultivating students’
competences in social work practical training. Firstly, we review the research and hypothetically
divide the concept of competence into 2 aspects which are competence as a living person and
competency as a professional. Secondly, we examine the data from group interview which we
conducted with seven students who completed the practical training. We found 16 important
categories which can be categorized into 3 categories: “contents learned in social work practical
training”, “changes occurred after the social work practical training as a living person and
professional”, and “effects and issues of practical training education” Finally, based on the analysis
above, we discuss the competencies promoted as professionals based on notion of CSWE
competencies, and embodied the competences promoted as a living person. Then, we suggest the

importance of reflection as well as issues in promoting the competences.

Key words : social work practical training, competence, competency, reflection



