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Similarities and Differences between the Institution of Support System for
Self-reliance of the Poor and the Oosakafu-Homen-Committee
: A Comparative Study with the How to Support the Poor

Kenji IWAMITSU

— Abstract —

This study aimed to discuss the similarities and differences, and characteristics of institutional
support systems for the self-reliance of the poor (hereafter ISSP), and is a comparative study
between ISSP and the Oosakafu-Homen-Committee. To compare both support systems, the study
focuses on (1) backgrounds, (2) the roles of workers, (3) the base and area coverage of support, (4)
networking among various local organizations, and (5) relationships with the public assistance
system. The study shows that the purposes of both institutions are the same, and that there is a good
deal of similarity between ISSP and the Homen-Committee. Moreover, both make use of
comprehensive consultation workers to support independent living for the poor through work, while
using all the social resources available locally. On the other hand, local welfare planning by local
government and the professionalization of consultation support worker are characteristics of ISSP,
and these characteristics of ISSP were important to prevent ISSP reduction to self-help in local area

or subcontracting of public assistance.

Key words : comprehensive consultation worker, self-help in local area, subcontracting of public

assistance, local welfare planning, professionalization of consultation support system



