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Consideration about the support to a child of mutism
— A cooperation support with a home, a nursery school, and institution.

Hiroko NAKAJIMA

— Abstract —

These days people have come to understand more and more the symptoms of developmental
disabilities, including autism, learning disabilities, ADHD, and so on, and there are more systems in
place to support afflicted children.

However, regarding selective mutism, which is observed in the same juvenile stage, awareness is
low, and the condition is difficult to recognize and support is lacking.

Through misunderstanding and improper communication, sufferers are often misdiagnosed and
some of them haven't developed social skills and suffer from depression and social withdrawal.

Since a preemptive move can prevent fixation of mutism, a good understanding of the problem and
suitable communication are indispensable.

In this research paper, I examine the approach for Mr. A, who has selective mutism, and make
clear a method for effective communication between family, kindergarten.

As a result, what is important in discussing selective mutism is to, 1) Understand the characteristic
of that child, 2) Acquire the right knowledge, 3) Promote cooperation between guardian and school,
4) Develop methods of communication, 5) Make use of available facilities provided by and another
school which provides medical treatment and childcare with the goal of social independence for the
child.

Key words : Selective mutism, Special needs education, Cooperation and support, Environmental

management



